
 

Hi There, Friend and Partner in Ministry —  
We hope this letter finds you well. We are writing to tell you of a new ministry assignment in the Connelly 
household, and to ask for support as we embark on a new journey…as Ft. Worth-based missionaries!


Celebrating Our Past Season 
In 2009, our family was honored to start The City Church (thecitychurch.net), as we established a 
“family of missionary servants, for the glory of God and the good of our cities” in Fort Worth. In 2014, 
we also started training others to start churches with Soma North America (wearesoma.com). By God’s 
grace that work has seen over 35 couples trained and over 25 churches planted so far, across the US 
as well as in Mexico and Europe. In addition to this, Ben has had the opportunity to serve the broader 
Church in writing and training, largely around everyday mission and discipleship, and gospel centrality.


As our church started looking toward its 10th anniversary in 2018, we started considering our call, gifts, 
and passions, as we realized that the dual weights — leading a church as well as seeing fruit in training 
disciple-makers and church planters — was too heavy for one family to shoulder, especially given our 
kids’ ages. So after a season of prayer and processing with elders, family, and friends, we decided to 
move off of church staff and give full-time efforts to serving the broader Church. God provided new 
leadership for The City Church, where we will continue to be involved and Ben will continue in eldership.


Needing Your Help in Our Next Season 
After months of prayer and conversations with various organizations, Ben is excited to build on his 
experience in church ministry, adult education, and equipping, by joining Saturate, a global missions 
agency, as Director of Training. Saturate (saturatetheworld.com) was started by Soma in 2015, in 
response to requests for resources, training, and partnership from an array of churches and leaders. 
Ben will have three primary goals: he will prayerfully create on-site and virtual trainings and events to 
equip everyday disciples and church leaders to make and mature gospel-centered disciples in all of life. 
He will also develop a team of trainers to walk alongside churches and leaders in various cities. Finally, 
he will work with a growing number of partner organizations who have requested Saturate training. Jess 
will be involved as well, training women and ministry wives as she has done in Soma the past five years. 


Based on Habakuk 2:14, Saturate’s goal is to “lead disciples of Jesus toward gospel saturation, in North 
America and beyond.” While Saturate’s resourcing efforts have already served thousands of people on 
six continents, the training arm is a start-up. So we will get to see God work through partners like you, 
as we raise support for a season, until this role becomes a self-sustaining one (or a God-sustained one).


Will You Join Us? 
Everyone we know gets many requests for financial support. We won’t build the case that God calls us 
to generosity and sacrifice; you already know that. We will, however, address the fact that this role’s 
focus is currently mainly North American, which may feel odd compared to many requests for support. 


On one hand, our work is devoted to training and raising up disciples and missionaries, who we will 
then train to raise up more disciples and missionaries themselves, in many cities and contexts across 
our continent. So rather than only supporting the Connelly family, your prayer and finances truly serve 
exponentially, and will meet increasingly vital needs as US culture moves further into post-Christendom. 
On the other hand, there is a global component to our work. Saturate’s resources have opened doors 
around the globe — including some in nations we cannot mention for safety reasons. But in 2019 alone, 
Ben has served churches and networks in Mexico, Canada, Brazil, and Slovakia. Seeds have been 
planted in French-speaking countries and across Latin America. And the Connellys will be in Australia in 

For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. —Habakuk 2:14
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2020, to serve couples and networks there. Saturate’s international goal, like our domestic training, is to 
equip locals for contextualized work in their countries, helping them become sustainable on their own.


Funding Needs: 
With all that said, we are raising $10,000/month for 3 years, to cover salary and expenses starting Nov 
2019. You are specifically receiving this letter because you have been a part of some ministry that Ben 
and Jess have led. You owe us nothing of course, but you know our passion and experience. And you 
have seen the kind of work that we will get to continue, with greater capacity in the coming years. So 
we want to boldly, humbly ask you specifically to join us in helping establish a training arm of Saturate.


Contrary to common fund-raising techniques, we are making a very simple request: if each organization 
who receives this letter gives $300/mo, and if each individual/family who receives it gives $100/mo, we 
will be fully supported. Our hope is that these amounts are both accessible and stretching for many. 


On one hand, we know that amount may be high for some people or organizations. If this is you and 
you’ve ever raised support, you will believe us when we say that any amount is truly helpful! On the 
other hand, some recipients have the capacity to contribute more ($300, $500, or even $1000/month). If 
this is you, would you give more than the requested $100 or $300/month? Either way, we are told that 
monthly support (or its annual equivalent) helps our team plan better than one-time gifts. No matter the 
amount, would you join us in being stretched in our trust of God, by financially supporting our ministry?


Prayer Needs: 
One of the areas Ben and Jess have grown most in most in the past 10 years is prayer and Spirit-
dependence. Previously, when we received requests for “prayer and financial support” from church 
planters or missionaries, we assumed that prayer was merely a way to soften the blow of a financial 
“ask.” (There’s some honesty for you!) But in leading a church and in training others this past decade, 
God has humbled us (especially Ben) to repent of this low view of prayer support. So whether you can 
give financially or not, we want to ask you even more strongly, to support us through regular prayer.


We will send emails every two months. These will include celebrations for which we’ll invite you to 
praise God, as well as with requests for prayer that we’ll ask you to lift before God’s throne. These may 
include ministry developments, upcoming trainings (free/discounted for supporters), and family updates. 
More than ever, we firmly believe we cannot do this work by our own power, and that there is an enemy 
who does not want “the earth [to] be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the waters 
cover the sea” (Hab. 2:14). Today, would you pray a) for unity and protection in our family, b) that God 
will guard us from temptation and deliver us from evil, and c) that God would provide the finances, 
team, partnership, etc. we need to get Saturate’s training started?


How to Join Us: 
To join the Connellys’ prayer team click here and simply give us your name and email address. We 
won’t share it with anyone, and outside of unexpected needs we’ll send an update every two months.


To make a tax-deductible monthly donation, there are two options: 

1. Mail a check to “Saturate”: 1100 Bellevue Way NE, Ste. 8A #224 - 

Bellevue, WA 98004 (Note: please write “Connelly” in the memo line)

2. Click here to give online via card or EFT. (Note: you can choose any 

amount, “make recurring gift,” and choose to cover the processing fee.)


To ask further questions or get more info, simply shoot Ben a note: 
ben@saturatetheworld.com. We would also love your mailing address, to 
send you a small “thank you” for your support. And I (Ben) will follow up on 
this update and request in the coming weeks. 


But thank you for reading this update and request. It truly means the world 
to us. And thank you for your previous support of our family and previous 
ministry, for hearing our heart and excitement for this next season of 
ministry, and for your willingness to join us in praying for and funding it.


Gratefully, The Connellys
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