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P R E PA R AT I O N :  

Telling the Story:  

These stories are meant to be told, not read. Spend time reading through the stories 
multiple times so you can tell them when you’re together. You don’t have to memorize 
them, but you want to work on the pace and fluidity of the reading that will really bring it to 
life. 

You can also consider asking a few people within your community to prepare to tell 
different stories. 

Leading the Dialogue: 

The dialogue is meant to help your community engage and dive into the stories. The 
questions are a good guide of ways to draw out important aspects of the story. Allow 
people to be curious. 

For more help on telling the story and leading the dialogue, check out the attached 
appendices. 

Share a Meal:  

You can find traditional passover meals and recipes online and ask each person to bring 
one of the key elements. 

• One family makes the main course of lamb, and everyone else brings sides.  

• You can also cater this meal from a restaurant that serves good lamb dishes.  

Communion: 

Make sure you have bread and wine. Pass the meal. 

R O A D M A P F O R  T H E  E V E N I N G  

Throughout the evening allow people to make the tactile connections between what 
they’re eating, the story, and their discussion. It’s ripe with meaning. 

During the Meal: The First Passover + Dialogue  

As you and your community sits down to eat the meal, pray and tell “The First Passover” 
story, and then dialogue about that story as a group while you eat.  

After Eating and During Communion: The New Covenant + Dialogue 

As you wrap up the main course, shift to a time of communion. Tell the “New Covenant” 
story and dialogue about it while you eat the bread and drink the wine. 

{{Take a break to clean up after dinner and then gather again in the living room}} 

After the Meal: The Death of Jesus + Prayer & Worship 

Tell the story of “The Death of Jesus.” However, instead of engaging dialogue, respond in 
prayer, song, or inviting people to leave in silence and await seeing each other on Easter 
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morning to celebrate the conclusion of Holy Week and the resurrection. Allow your group 
to sit and consider the death of Jesus without jumping to Sunday. 

You can also consider deciding as a group to fast from this meal until you take communion 
again on Easter morning. 

DURING THE MEAL:  
THE FIRST PASSOVER  

Story from Exodus 5–15  

I N S T R U C T I O N S   
During the meal, tell this story and engage the dialogue that follows as you eat and drink. 
Keep track of the time and meal so you can shift to the second story as the meal wraps up 
and shifts to communion.  

T E L L T H E  S TO R Y  
(Don’t just read it—know it and bring it to life!) 

Moses and his brother Aaron met with Pharaoh and pleaded with him, “Let the Israelites 
leave Egypt for just three days to worship God. If you choose not to do this, God will punish 
the Egyptians severely.” 

But Pharaoh was stubborn and would not listen. He said, “Who is this God that I should 
listen to him? I don’t know your God, and I am not letting you leave. You are just trying to 
create a distraction. Now, get back to work!” 

After their meeting with Pharoah things got worse for the Israelites. Pharaoh forced them to 
work faster and longer hours. Cruel slave masters pushed them harder and harder as they 
worked in the fields and made bricks from mud and straw. 

So God sent a series of horrible plagues on the Egyptians and their land. But these plagues 
did not have any effect on the Israelites. 

The first plague turned the Nile River into blood. All of the fish died, and the water smelled 
terrible and was undrinkable. 

The second plague brought a mob of frogs that covered the entire country. These frogs 
were everywhere—in their bedrooms, kitchens, and even pots and pans! 

The third and fourth plagues brought gnats and flies. They covered all the people and 
animals. Pharaoh’s magicians tried to copy each of these plagues but couldn’t create 
gnats. They cried to Pharaoh, “God must be doing this to us!” 
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After each of these plagues Moses returned to Pharaoh and asked him to let the Israelites 
go so they could worship God. But Pharaoh was stubborn and would not listen. 

The fifth plague brought severe disease to Egypt’s livestock, but none of the Israelites’ 
cattle became sick! 

The sixth plague caused the Egyptians to break out with horrible sores all over their bodies
—so bad they couldn’t sit or lay down! 

Pharaoh would say, “Enough! If you stop the plagues, I will let you leave.” But after God 
stopped the plagues, Pharaoh still would not let them go. God had made Pharaoh even 
more stubborn, and he refused to listen. 

The seventh and eighth plagues brought hail and locusts that destroyed every tree and 
plant in the land. The locusts swept down and ate everything that wasn’t wiped out by the 
hail. 

The ninth plague brought complete darkness over the land for three days. No one could 
see anything except for the Israelites who still had light in their homes. 

Despite all of these horrific events, Pharaoh still would not let the Israelites leave! God told 
Moses, “Pharaoh’s stubbornness will give me the opportunity to do even greater miracles in 
Egypt.” 

So God would send one final plague. . . . 

Moses warned Pharaoh about this final plague, saying, “This is what God says to you: ‘About 
midnight, I will pass through Egypt. Every firstborn son will die—rich or poor—from 
Pharaoh’s son on down. The Egyptians will weep loudly, but the Israelites will not be 
touched. Then you will beg the people of Israel to leave.’” 

As Moses left, Pharaoh burned with anger. In spite of this warning, Pharaoh still refused to 
let them go. 

Then Moses gave the Israelites instructions from God on how they could be saved from 
this plague. He told the people, “Each family is to select a sacrifice: a year-old male lamb 
that is pure and without any defects. Be careful not to break any of its bones. Then take the 
blood from this sacrifice and put it on the doorframes of your home. This will be a sign for 
God to pass over your home and spare your firstborn.” 

So the people of Israel did exactly what God told them to do. 

At midnight God came through Egypt and took the life of every firstborn son, but He 
passed over the homes that had blood on their doorframes. All of Egypt woke during the 
night because of the loud weeping. Someone had died in nearly every Egyptian home, 
including Pharaoh’s own son. The Egyptians begged the Israelites to leave right away. 

That night, the Israelites, now numbering more than two million, set out to return to their 
Promised Land of Canaan. God guided them through the wilderness with a pillar of clouds 
during the day and a pillar of fire at night. 

Meanwhile, Pharaoh changed his mind again and sent his armies after the Israelites to 
catch them. When the people of Israel arrived at the bank of a wide sea, they saw Pharaoh 
and his armies approaching from a distance and began to panic. They turned against 
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Moses, complaining, “Our slavery back in Egypt was better than dying out here in the 
wilderness!” 

But Moses told the people, “Don’t be afraid. God will rescue you today. He will fight for you!” 

Then God told Moses to stretch out his hand over the sea. As he did this, God brought a 
huge wind that opened up a dry path for them to walk across! Pharaoh and his armies 
began to follow behind the Israelites. God told Moses to stretch out his hand again. This 
brought another huge wind that blew the sea back over Pharaoh and his armies, 
completely destroying them! 

The people of Israel were in awe of God’s amazing power. They put their trust in God and 
also in His servant Moses. They sang songs, danced, and celebrated how God had saved 
them! 

R E T E L L T H E  S TO R Y  

(This may seem redundant, but it is very effective in helping the listeners own the story.)  

D I A LO G U E   

(These questions are a good start for you to draw out the group’s observations about the 
story.)  

Why is this story called “The Passover”? 

What parts of God’s promise to Abraham do we see beginning to be fulfilled? 

• How many descendants did Abraham have in just a couple of generations? 

• How did God treat the Israelites’ enemies? 

Why do you think God would harden Pharaoh’s heart? 

What did Pharaoh’s stubbornness allow God to display? 

Where is water mentioned in this story? How is this significant? 

Where have we seen water mentioned in previous stories? 

What did God specifically say about the animal they were to sacrifice? 

Why did it need to be pure? 

Why do you think God required blood to be put on the Israelites’ doorposts to be saved? 
What does blood represent? 

How might you have felt that Passover night as a Hebrew? 

Would you have doubted that God would save you in this situation? 

Did you hear anything that reminded you of previous stories? What connections did you 
make? 
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What does this story teach us about God? 

• He keeps His promises (covenant, warnings to Pharaoh, etc.). 

• He is able to deliver and protect all who cry out to Him. 

• He is powerful. 

• He cares for people. 

• He is the source of grace (He warned Pharaoh). 

• He punishes injustice. 

DURING COMMUNION:  
THE NEW COVENANT  

Story from Matthew 26,  Mark 14,  Luke 22,  and John 13–17  

I N S T R U C T I O N S  
Tell this story while passing around wine and bread. Take the bread and wine as you 
dialogue about this story. Remember it’s okay to connect this story to the previous one and 
for your discussion to press toward shared life. 

T E L L T H E  S TO R Y  
(Don’t just read it—know it and bring it to life!) 

Jesus and His disciples traveled to Jerusalem for the Passover Festival. The Pharisees and 
other Jewish leaders were becoming increasingly upset with Jesus and His claims. They 
looked for ways to trap Jesus into saying something they could arrest Him for, but Jesus 
was too wise for them. 

Many of Jesus’ stories pointed out the hypocrisy of the Jewish leaders. He said, “When the 
Pharisees and teachers share with you God’s commands, listen to them—but don’t follow 
their example. They don’t live out what they teach.” 

The High Priest met with these leaders to discuss capturing Jesus and putting Him to 
death. “We can’t arrest Him during Passover,” they agreed, “or it will create a huge riot.” 

That week, Jesus and His twelve disciples met together in a home to celebrate the 
Passover. 

Before the meal began, Jesus got up from the table, tied a towel around His waist, and 
poured some water into a bowl. Then He went to each of His disciples and washed His feet, 
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wiping them with the towel He had around Him. This shocked the disciples; only hired 
servants are supposed to wash guests’ feet! They wondered why He was doing this! 

After washing their feet, Jesus sat down and asked, “Do you understand what I was doing? 
Since I have washed your feet, you ought to wash each other’s feet. I have given you an 
example to follow.” 

During the meal, Jesus picked up some bread, thanked God for it, and broke it into pieces. 
Giving it to His disciples He said, “Take this and eat it. This is my body given for you.” 

Then Jesus picked up a cup of wine and thanked God for it. He gave them the cup and said, 
“All of you, drink this. It is my blood given for you—a new covenant between God and His 
people. It is poured out to forgive the sins of many. Remember me each time you eat and 
drink these things together.” 

D I A LO G U E   

(These questions are a good start for you to draw out the group’s observations about the 
story.)  

Why was Jesus going to Jerusalem? What do we know about this celebration? 

What did Jesus do right before the Passover meal began? Why did He wash their feet? 

Jesus said, “Take this and eat it. This is my body given for you,” and, “Drink this. It is my 
blood given for you—a new covenant between God and His people.” 

• What was the covenant God made with Abraham and His people? What did it require? 

• What is God’s new covenant with His people? What do you think it requires?  

AFTER THE MEAL:  
THE DEATH OF JESUS  
Story from Matthew 26–28,  Mark 14–16,   

Luke 22-24,  John 13,  15–20 

T E L L T H E  S TO R Y  
(Don’t just read it—know it and bring it to life!) 

After the Passover meal, when it was dark, Jesus and His disciples went to an olive grove to 
pray. 

Filled with pain and sorrow, He fell facedown on the ground. “Abba, Father,” Jesus cried 
(“abba” means daddy), “everything is possible for you. If there is another way besides my 
death, please let that happen . . . but I will do whatever you ask.” 
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Just as He had finished praying, Judas showed up with an armed mob. He greeted Jesus 
with a kiss, a sign to show the guards which one they should arrest. 

Jesus said to them, “Am I a dangerous criminal that you need weapons to capture me? Why 
didn’t you arrest me in the Temple where I’ve been teaching every day? No! This is part of 
God’s plan, just as the prophets predicted long ago.” 

When the guards arrested Jesus and dragged Him away, the disciples ran away and hid. 

The guards beat Jesus and brought Him before the Jewish leaders for questioning. They 
asked, “Are you the Messiah, the Son of God?” Jesus answered, “I am, and you will see me 
seated next to God in power, coming back on the clouds of heaven.” 

When Jesus said this, the High Priest tore his clothing in horror and said, “Any man who 
claims to be God must be put to death.” Then they slapped Jesus in the face and spit on 
Him.  

Jesus was brought to the Roman governor, Pilate, since Jews could not execute anyone 
without official approval. The Jewish leaders stirred up the crowds and pressured Pilate to 
have Jesus put to death. They shouted, “Crucify Him! Crucify Him!” 

Pilate feared a riot would break out, so he handed Jesus over to the Roman soldiers to be 
crucified. Crucifixion was the most cruel and humiliating way to die. 

Jesus was brutally beaten and whipped by the soldiers. They put a crown of sharp thorns 
on His head and a purple robe around His shoulders. “Hail the King of the Jews!” they 
laughed. All night, the Roman Soldiers continued to beat Jesus and mock Him. When 
morning came, they led Jesus to a place called Skull Hill. 

Like a criminal, Jesus was nailed to a heavy wooden cross between two thieves. Hanging 
there, He cried out, “Father, please forgive them. They don’t know what they’re doing.” 

At noon, darkness filled the skies, blocking the sun for three hours. Suddenly the thick 
curtain hanging in the Temple tore down the middle! At that moment, Jesus shouted, 
“Father! I give you my life. It is finished.” Then Jesus breathed His last breath and died. 

The soldiers broke the legs of the criminals crucified next to Jesus to speed up their 
deaths. When they found that Jesus was already dead, they didn’t break His legs. To be 
sure, though, one of the soldiers stabbed Him in the side with a spear, and blood and water 
poured out. 

Late Friday afternoon, Jesus’ body was taken down from the cross, wrapped in long strips 
of cloth, and buried in a rich man’s tomb. A large stone was rolled over the entrance to the 
tomb, and Roman guards were posted to make sure nothing happened to His body. 

R E S P O N D  I N  C O M M U N A L P R AY E R  A N D  W O R S H I P  

If you have the skills within your group you can respond to the evening with songs of 
worship focusing on Jesus’ death, sacrifice, and atonement.  

We suggest ending this evening with a prayer and asking people to leave and return in 
silence—staying in the seeming finality of Jesus’ death. Do this in much the same way the 
first disciples walked away from the cross wrecked by His shedding of blood.
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