
Part 1
T h e  G o s p e l  S t o r y 



In part one, we will walk through the character of God, our relationship with God, the 
results of sin, how Jesus came to make us right with God, and how God invites us 
to live on-mission. We want kids to know who God is and what love is, so that when 
children hear, “God loves you!” they understand what it means. Because God is love 
and because He is forgiving and compassionate, Jesus comes and saves us. Because 
Jesus saves us and we are friends with God, we live on-mission. 

This four-week section is summed up in Ephesians 2:8–10 when Paul writes, “God 
saved you by his grace when you believed. And you can’t take credit for this; it is a gift 
from God. Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done, so none of us 
can boast about it. For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ 
Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago.”





Week 1: Who is God? 
T h e  C h a r a c t e r  o f  G o d
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Leader Preparation
T h e  W h o l e  G o s p e l

The apostle Paul wrote to the first-century church at Corinth that he “passed on to you 
what was most important and what had also been passed on to me. Christ died for our 
sins, just as the Scriptures said. He was buried, and he was raised from the dead on the 
third day, just as the Scriptures said” (1 Corinthians 15:3–4). This is the gospel; it’s the 
culmination of the great story of redemption God has been unfolding since before time 
began. Each one of us is a participant somewhere in His storyline of redemption. 

Paul reminded the church in Rome of the confidence we can have in Jesus and His 
work. In Romans 1:16–17, he writes, “For I am not ashamed of this Good News about 
Christ. It is the power of God at work, saving everyone who believes—the Jew first and 
also the Gentile. This Good News tells us how God makes us right in his sight. This is 
accomplished from start to finish by faith. As the Scriptures say, ‘It is through faith that a 
righteous person has life.’” 

On one hand, the gospel is “the power of God for salvation.” Salvation from what? God 
wants to save us from the penalty of sin: salvation from what we’ve done, salvation 
from the power of sin, salvation for what we’re called to do today, salvation from the 
presence of sin, and salvation for our future. 

On the other hand, in saying “It is through faith that a righteous person has life,” Paul 
is saying, in essence, that the good news is that God has the power to save everyone 
who walks by faith, believing God can save him or her. The good news is that God 
saves us as we trust in Him and not in ourselves. The means by which God does this—
the righteousness that is revealed—is the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus applied 
to our lives by God’s Spirit. 

Followers of Jesus must see all of life—our lives and others’—through the lens of the 
gospel story. To do so, we must understand the whole gospel. The gospel is the power 
of God for salvation through faith in the person and work of Jesus Christ. It is for the 
purpose of glorifying God and participating in His mission of saturation, by the power 
of the Holy Spirit to make disciples who make disciples. In a right understanding, the 
gospel has past, present, and future implications. This week, we’re considering who 
God is.
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Suggested Lesson Outline 
Here’s a rough outline for this lesson. It’s likely the story, craft, and prayer time will not 
fill all the time you have with the kids. This extra time is intentional. Free-play time is an 
important part of kids getting together!

Games, puzzles, or coloring sheets: 10-15 minutes 
Get to know the name of each child and build some foundational relationships. It’s a 
good idea to have just a few things out instead of letting the kids get into anything they 
want in this time. For example, have out just puzzles, or use the coloring sheet for this 
lesson and have the kids start with coloring.

Story and discussion: 10 minutes 
The story and discussion act like a script and are 
meant to be relational. They might take only five 
minutes; it depends on the children.

Theme verse and prayer: 5 minutes
Read the verse. You could ask the kids to stand and stretch, read the verse again, and 
then pray together.

Art time: 10-15 minutes 
The art time is a great opportunity to go over the lesson again or hit points that you 
were not able to during the “sit down time.” Place their art project and coloring sheet 
into their art box when they finish. At the end of the fourteen weeks, they will take their 
box home.

Group game/free play/singing: Remainder of time

Extra Resources
We’ve compiled videos, coloring sheets, and additional 
aids for this lesson and they’re easy to use: 
https://saturatetheworld.com/GB4K-extras 
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Discussion

Opening:  We want to use this time to learn, grow, and change. We want   
   to learn who God is and who we are. We want to have a friendship or  
   a relationship with Him. 

Ask:   If you had a friendship with God, what would that look like? 

Explain:   In a friendship, you know things about the other person like how   
   they act and who they are. This week, we are going to talk   
   about knowing God and what He does.

Pray:   Jesus, thank you for the kids and our friends. God, please help us   
   understand who You are and what You’ve done for us. We want to   
   understand Your love and the Good News. 

Explain:   God created the whole world! EVERYTHING! God created you and  
   me. Everything God does is good, right, and perfect. 

Ask:   What sort of things do you think God does? 

Ask:   What is God like? 

Explain:   Now we are going to look at what the Scriptures say about God. We  
   are going to read the very words of God describing Himself. This is  
   what He said: 

Read:  “Yahweh! The Lord! The God of compassion and mercy! I am slow to  
   anger and filled with unfailing love and faithfulness. I lavish unfailing  
   love to a thousand generations. I forgive iniquity, rebellion, and sin.  
   But I do not excuse the guilty.”  - Paraphrase of Exodus 34:6–9 

Ask:   What is God like? 

   Lead them to base their answers on the passage you just read. You  
   may want to ask them what mercy, grace, and love mean. Explain   
   what those important characteristics are. 

Ask:   God says: “I lavish my unfailing love!” What does that make you think  
   of? 
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   You can share images like God’s love is like syrup poured    
   on pancakes so it overflows. OR, God’s love is like an overflowing   
   bowl of ice-cream with endless sprinkles! That’s what lavish   
   and unfailing means. His love is that good! 

Ask:   What does faithful mean? 

Explain:   Faithful means He always does what is good, right, and perfect. He  
   always does what He says. He always takes care of people. He   
   doesn’t forget about us—any of us! 

Ask:   What does forgiveness mean, and what do you think it means that   
   God doesnʼt ignore sin?

Explain:   This means, God’s desire and His inclination is to forgive and to   
   make right everything wrong in the world. 

   During this discussion, feel free to read the passage multiple times. 

Ask:   If that is what God is like, what does God do? 

   Lead them to answer questions about giving free gifts, being patient,  
   forgiving, etc. When they say things that are true about God, affirm   
   them; tell them that is good and that they are right. Those things are  
   true. 

Share the Gospel:  

   In your own words, tell them about Jesus and what He has done, the  
   grace and mercy we receive from God, and His forgiveness and   
   love. If you’re unsure how to do this, use Appendix One (page 128)  
   as a guide. Or you could say something like this:

   “God is so loving that He sent Jesus into the world to forgive us, care  
   for the world, and make us whole. Jesus lived a life of love, died   
   because of His love for us, and rose again. If we believe in Him, we  
   live forever as people restored by God who get to tell everyone  
   about how great God is.”
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Read the Theme Verse: 
Ephesians 2:8–10: “God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you can’t take 
credit for this; it is a gift from God. Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have 
done, so none of us can boast about it. For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created 
us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago.”

Prayer:
Ask them to share things for which they want to pray. Pray as a group; 

encourage them to pray, as well. See Appendix Two (page 139) for more on 
how to teach children to pray.

Art Project: Art Project Collection Box 
Explain: For our first art project, we’re 
going to make and decorate a box that 
will store all our future art projects as we 
learn about who God is, what He has 
done for us, and how we live. 

In the end, it is going to be a beautiful 
collection of art that will help you explain 
the gospel to your parents, siblings, and friends. 

Supplies: 

• Boxes (collect shoe boxes or ask each parent to 
• send a box with their kids for the first lesson)
• Construction paper
• Glue sticks
• Glitter/sequins
• Crayons and markers
• The template “My Art Box, by ____________”
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