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C O M M I T M E N T  # 8   
A STRONG CHURCH IS  EXALTING CHRIST AND EQUIPPING THE SA INTS  IN  
REGULAR WORSHIP  GATHERINGS BUILT  ON ROBUST GOSPEL L ITURGIES.  

Worship is about what we love. What we live for. It’s about who we are before God.  ― Bob Kauflin 

 

D E F I N I T I O N  

Regular worship gatherings display Christ and our unity as we see the entire local church in one place. 
We are reminded that there are many of us with the same theology, practice, mission, and elders. While 
gathered, we have a picture of our mutual submission to one another and our collective belief in the 
gospel. Through robust gospel liturgies we are being formed in Christ together by rehearing again the 
essential truths of the gospel. Doing this together demonstrates our unity even as it nurtures our unity. 
Worship gatherings shape our common language, symbols, story, theology, practices (enacted 
theology), and mission. For these reasons and more, worship gatherings are essential for exalting Christ 
and equipping the saints.  

 

Q U O T E S  T O  P O N D E R …  

The right brain integrates our life, including our connection to loved ones, our bodies, our surroundings, 
our emotions, our identities and our community. Character formation flows out of these connections. The 
right brain processes these questions: Who is happy to see me here? What do I feel right now? Is there 
anyone here who understands me? How do I act like myself right now? What do my people do in this 
situation? The answers to these questions drive our character development.  —Wilder and Hendricks, 
The Other Half of Church 

We have to preach Christ. That is really our only business in the pulpit.  —Lesslie Newbigin 

When we gather, we often make the mistake of conflating category with purpose. We outsource our 
decisions and our assumptions about our gatherings to people, formats, and contexts that are not our 
own.… [W]e often choose the template—and the activities and structure that go along with it—before 
we’re clear on our purpose.  —Priya Parker 

Once we understand that, in Christ, authentic worship is continuous outpouring summed up in personal 
holiness, we must conclude that the Christian needs to hear but one call to worship and offer only one 
response. These come exactly with new birth and, despite our wanderings and returns to the contrary, 
they suffice for all our living, dying, and eternal outpouring. We do not go to church to worship. But as 
continuing worshippers, we gather ourselves together to continue our worship, but now in the company 
of brothers and sisters.  —Harold Best 

The task of liturgy is to order the life of the holy community following the text of Holy Scripture. It 
consists of two movements. First it gets us into the sanctuary, the place of adoration and attention, 
listening and receiving and believing before God. There is a lot involved, all the parts of our lives ordered 
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to all aspects of the revelation of God in Jesus. Then it gets us out of the sanctuary into the world into 
places of obeying and loving, ordering our lives as living sacrifices in the world to the glory of God. There 
is a lot involved, all the parts of our lives out on the street participating in the work of salvation.   
—Eugene H. Peterson 

In another important area of church life, the worship life of the congregation, the Western priority of the 
individual determines the approach to worship over the biblical guidelines for worship. Worship in the 
white captivity of the church is oftentimes a collection of individuals who happen to be in the same room. 
Worship is just between the individual and God, and the church service exists to help facilitate that 
individual communion.  —Soong-Chan Rah 

A worshiping community is made up of individuals whose lives are centered around the Savior they 
worship together each week. A worshiping community expects to encounter God's presence not only on 
Sunday morning but every day. A worshiping community recognizes that passionate times of singing 
God's praise flow from and lead to passionate lives lived for the glory of Jesus Christ.  —Bob Kauflin 

Worship is God's gift of grace to us before it's our offering to God. We simply benefit from the perfect 
offering of the Son to the Father through the power of the Spirit (Ephesians 2:18). Worship is our humble, 
constant, appropriate, glad response to God's self-revelation and his enabling invitation.... So God's glory 
is the end of our worship, and not simply a means to something else. In the midst of a culture that 
glorifies our pitiful accomplishments in countless ways, we gather each week to proclaim God's 
wondrous deeds and to glory in his supreme value. He is holy, holy, holy. There is no one, and nothing, 
like the Lord.  —Bob Kauflin 

So it is precisely our allergy to repetition in worship that has undercut the counterformative power of 
Christian worship—because all kinds of secular liturgies shamelessly affirm the good of repetition.   
—James K.A. Smith 

Fundamentally, worship is the celebrative response to what God has done, is doing, and promises to do… 
Nicholas Wolferstoff concurs: ‘A striking feature of the Christian liturgy is that it is focused not just on 
God’s nature but on God’s actions; and more specifically, on actions which took place in historical time.’  
—John Witvliet 

 

B I B L E  S T U D Y   

Read Acts 8:26-40. 

Phillip asked the eunuch, “Do you understand what you are reading?” How does the eunuch respond to 
Phillip’s question? How might this shed light on the work of the teacher? 

 

 

 



32 

As the eunuch was reading Isaiah, “Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning from this Scripture he 
preached Jesus to him.” Do you believe all preaching should “preach Jesus?” Why or why not?  

 

 

The eunuch was taught in such a way that he desired to respond, “Look! Water! What prevents me from 
being baptized?” How might this shed light on teaching that evokes a response of obedience?  

 

 

How do you respond to the statement that the gathered worship of the church should involve language 
and liturgy shaped into a story about God redeeming all things in Christ?  

 

 

Q U E S T I O N S  F O R  A S S E S S M E N T  

Micro Audit: This month, track how much leadership time, volunteer time, and financial investment is 
given to:  

− Sunday Worship Gatherings (e.g. 66%) 

− Leadership Development (e.g. 10%) 

− Missional Communities and DNA groups (e.g. 24%)  

What did you learn about where the investment is being made?  

 

What do you think would happen if you balanced this out?  

 

What changes do you recommend to grow more holistically as a church?  
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What are some of the greatest strengths of your worship gathering currently? What are some 
weaknesses that need attention?  

 
 

Which deacons and volunteer teams are already in place?  

Set-up/Tear-down  

Greeters/Hospitality 

Worship/Liturgy 

Tech/Sound/Visuals 

Children’s Ministry 

Assimilation 

Financial  

Others?  

What is being done to develop and support deacons and their volunteer teams?  

 
 

Who is on your current preaching team?  

− What is your process for ensuring all teachers have a sound understanding of the Scriptures and 
are able to teach?  

 

− Are you conducting long-range planning for sermon series and gatherings? What does that look 
like?  

 

− Do you have feedback loops for evaluating worship gatherings and preaching? 

 

What areas of your worship gathering could use attention in the season ahead? 

− Which liturgical elements are neglected?  

 

− How often is the Lord’s Supper celebrated in this service?  If so, what was the attitude of the 
observance? (e.g. communion, thanksgiving, remembrance, celebration, eschatology) 
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− What other elements are available for responding to the Word?  Examples:  offering, 
congregational singing, baptism, testimonies, prayers of confession, invitation, Scripture, etc.  

 

− How often is baptism celebrated in this service?  Do baptisms contribute to the communal 
relationship of the congregation? How do you clarify the symbolism of baptism for members 
and guests? 

 
How are you remaining aware of what it feels like to be a newcomer, outsider, or unbeliever in your 
gatherings?  

− What practices do you have in place to ensure you’re creating a culture of inclusivity? 

 

− How do you provide clarity about how to engage and how to take next steps into community 
and mission (assimilation)?  

 

What other insights would be helpful to better understand this area of your church? 

 

 

C O M M I T T E D  T O  A C T I O N  

What’s one thing you or your team could do this week to strengthen this area?  

 

 

What would it take to see this commitment strengthened over the next year?  

  


