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C O M M I T M E N T  # 1 0  
A STRONG CHURCH IS  DOING JUSTICE AND REMEMBERING THE POOR.  

He has told you, mortal one, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, to 
love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?  —Micah 6:8 NASB 

 

D E F I N I T I O N  

A commitment to doing justice on behalf of the poor and vulnerable runs like a thread throughout the 
entire biblical narrative. We see God’s concern for the poor in the gleaning laws of Torah, the sharp 
rebukes in the prophets, and the ministry of Jesus. We see that this priority is to be continually upheld in 
the local church when the Apostles give specific instructions to Paul and Barnabus “to remember the 
poor” (Galatians 2:10). God has a heart for the powerless and expects His people to reflect this 
throughout their life and mission. A strong church is actively ministering to the poor and vulnerable in 
their community.  

 

Q U O T E S  T O  P O N D E R …  

Why do we not observe how the benevolence of Christians to strangers... has done the most to advance 
their cause? For it is disgraceful that... the impious Galileans [Christians] support not only their poor but 
ours as well, while everyone is able to see that our own people lack aid from us!  —Roman Emperor 
Julian (360 A.D.) 

[During the great epidemic] most of our brother Christians showed unbounded love and loyalty, never 
sparing themselves. Heedless of danger, they took charge of the sick, attending to their every need and 
ministering to them in Christ. Many, in nursing and curing others, transferred their death to themselves 
and died in their stead…. The pagans behaved in the opposite way. At the first onset of the disease, they 
pushed the sufferers away and fled even from their dearest, often throwing them into the roads before 
they were dead….  —Dionysius, Bishop of Alexandria (260 A.D.) 

Until we embrace our mutual brokenness, our work with low-income people is likely to do more harm 
than good. I sometimes unintentionally reduce poor people to objects that I use to fulfill my own need to 
accomplish something. I am not okay, and you are not okay. But Jesus can fix us both.  —Steve Corbett 

While the biblical call to care for the poor transcends time and place, passages such as 1 John 3:17 
should weigh particularly heavy on the minds and hearts of North American Christians: “If anyone has 
material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in 
him?” Of course, there is no “one-size-fits-all” recipe for how each Christian should respond to this 
biblical mandate. Some are called to pursue poverty alleviation as a career, while others are called to do 
so as volunteers. Some are called to engage in hands-on, relational ministry, while others are better 
suited to support frontline workers through financial donations, prayer, and other types of support. Each 
Christian has a unique set of gifts, callings, and responsibilities that influence the scope and manner in 
which to fulfill the biblical mandate to help the poor.  — Steve Corbett 
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Reweaving shalom means to sacrificially thread, lace, and press your time, goods, power, and resources 
into the lives and needs of others.  —Timothy Keller 

 

B I B L E  S T U D Y  

Read Luke 10:25-37. 

What is most striking to you about the story of the Good Samaritan and why?  

 

 

To some extent, all of us have likely narrowed the definition of “Who is my neighbor?” In what ways 
might God be inviting you to widen the circle? With whom?  

 

 

What do you make of the personal care the Good Samaritan showed to the half dead man? How does it 
resemble or differ from the ways that care for the poor is often done in our day?  

 

 

After hearing Jesus’ definition of love for neighbor, imagine Him turning to look you in the eyes and 
hearing Him say, “Go and do the same.” What is that like for you?  

 

 

Q U E S T I O N S  F O R  A S S E S S M E N T  

How has your church been equipped to reflect God’s heart for the poor and powerless? How are 
members investing to meet the needs of the poor? What are some of the practical ways individuals and 
your church are currently doing justice and mercy in the city?  
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How does the average member of your church answer the question, “Who is your neighbor?” How 
broad or narrow is this definition in practical daily interactions? Does your church have a specific burden 
for a people group or underserved people in your city and area? How are you engaging those needs? 
How relationally connected (e.g. the Good Samaritan personally nursing wounds, checking back in, etc.) 
or impersonal (e.g. online gift to organization) is the giving?  

 
 

How are you working to maintain the tension between the declaration of the good news and the 
practical care for the vulnerable (widow, orphan, and foreigner) with a commitment to sharing Jesus 
through both word and deed?  

 
 

What partnerships do you have in the city for doing justice? How are these partnerships serving to 
expand the number of people you can serve?  

 
 

How many of your groups have a justice focus as their mission? What fruit are you seeing? How could 
these justice missions be strengthened? 

 
 

Are poor and powerless people being integrated into the overall life of the church? Why or why not?  

 
 

What other insights would be helpful to better understand this area in your church? 

 

 
C O M M I T T E D  T O  A C T I O N  

What’s one thing you or your team could do this week to strengthen this area?  

 
 

What would it take to see this commitment strengthened over the next year?  

  


