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C O M M I T M E N T  # 9  
A STRONG CHURCH IS  EQUIPPING PARENTS AND CREATING ENVIRONMENTS 
FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH DISCIPLESHIP .  

If we truly are created in God’s image, we must know God in order to fully know ourselves and who we 
can be. God has equipped human beings to begin that quest very early.  —Catherine Stonehouse 

 

D E F I N I T I O N  

Strong churches acknowledge the developmental differences between adults and children and lovingly 
accommodate the youth. Parents are always primary, but where parents are unbelieving or when 
supplementary support is needed, the rest of the church comes alongside families in the discipleship of 
children. Strong churches are intentional about equipping and empowering adult volunteers for 
discipleship environments geared towards children and youth. Strong churches call youth to worship 
and discipleship at an early age, recognizing that through the history of our faith, young people have 
meaningfully engaged in God’s work (e.g. Samuel, David, Mary, Timothy, etc). Strong churches see 
children and youth as a strategic mission field in their city and prioritize justice and mission for this 
important demographic. 

 

Q U O T E S  T O  P O N D E R …  

What our children need—indeed what all of us need—are gospel friendships, supportive relationships 
built around Christ, His kingdom, and holiness.  —Chap Bettis 

At various ages children become aware of different realities of the gospel…. Can children grasp the full 
meaning of Christ’s coming, death, and resurrection? Can we as adults? No, but awareness of the 
mystery draws us to explore, wonder, and discover more and more, year after year.  —Catherine 
Stonehouse 

Stories are at the heart of faith development for children; stories capture and communicate theology for 
them. —Catherine Stonehouse 

In the process of helping children prepare to minister and in doing ministry together, important 
relationships can develop between child and adult. When we know one another and are known, identity 
builds. Working together with adults, children have the opportunity to follow the example of those 
adults.  —Catherine Stonehouse 

The main question for us and our children is not, “What do they believe?” Rather, the operative question 
is, “What do they love?” Salvation is a transfer of love of self to love of Christ.  —Chap Bettis 

True transforming faith requires every generation to have a fresh experience of God’s mighty presence.  
—Chap Bettis 
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Children are God’s means to transform us. Their sin reveals our sin. Their questions reveal our ignorance. 
All of these are God’s prompts for us to grow.  —Chap Bettis 

 

B I B L E  S T U D Y  

Read I Samuel 3:1-19. 

As you read this familiar passage again, what is coming to mind?  

 

 

Is teaching a child to discern the voice of the LORD any different today? Why or why not?  

 

 

Does it challenge any of your categories to see God telling His plan to a child before He revealed it to 
adults? Why or why not?  

 

 

What is your current expectation of engagement with God that can be normative for your children?  

 

 

Q U E S T I O N S  F O R  A S S E S S M E N T  

What is your current philosophy and strategy for discipling children?  

 

 

What is your current philosophy and strategy for discipling teenagers?  
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Do you have a deacon who oversees children’s ministry? How many volunteers are a part of that team?  

 

 

How do you train volunteers for youth discipleship? What kind of ongoing support do volunteers 
receive?  

 

 

Do you have anything in place to equip parents for ongoing discipleship with their children?  

 

 

What do you hope children who have grown up in your church will know and be able to do once they 
leave home? Is your children/youth ministry specifically equipped to accomplish these objectives?  

 

 

What other insights would be helpful to better understand this area of your church? 

 

 

C O M M I T T E D  T O  A C T I O N  

What’s one thing you or your team could do this week to strengthen this area?  

 

 

What would it take to see this commitment strengthened over the next year?  

 

 

  


