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THE BIBLE WAS ORIGINALLY AN ORAL DOCUMENT AND 
STILL IS A STORY.
The contents of the Bible were originally retold and passed along from 
person to person, generation to generation. After thousands of years 
and many generations, God in His sovereignty chose to write His story 
down in narrative, poetic, and apocalyptic forms, using different men 
guided by His Spirit.

TWO!THIRDS OF THE BIBLE IS NARRATIVE + WISDOM 
BOOKS = THREE!QUARTERS OF THE BIBLE IS STORY "ONE!
QUARTER OF THE BIBLE IS EPISTLES#.
The Biblical texts were recorded with the intent that they would be 
read aloud and relearned in community. In Jewish schools at the time 
of Jesus, the scriptures were not allowed to be read unless it was in 
the context of a group. Early Christians learned the stories by hearing 
them and retelling them together. Stories were the key for learning 
and experiencing God for early believers.

Bibles were not printed or available to common man in the West until 
the 1500s and much later in most of the world and still not available 
to approximately 9,000 peoples/tribes around the world. They have no 
written Word!

JESUS WAS A GREAT STORYTELLER!
The disciples came up and asked, “Why do you tell stories?” Jesus 
replied, “You’ve been given insight into God’s kingdom. You know how 
it works. Not everybody has this gift, this insight; it hasn’t been given 
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to them. Whenever someone has a ready heart for this, the insights 
and understanding flow freely. But if there is no readiness, any trace 
of receptivity soon disappears. That’s why I tell stories: to create 
readiness, to nudge the people toward receptive insight.” —Matthew 
13:10–13 (The Message)

The Bible tells us that “Jesus spoke all these things to the crowd in 
parables; he did not say anything to them without using a parable.” —
Matthew 13:34 (NIV)

And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, He explained to them 
what was said in all the Scriptures concerning Himself. … They asked 
each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us 
on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?” —Luke 24:27–32 (NIV)

Do you think that Jesus was pulling a cart of scrolls down the Emmaus 
road with Him?! Of course not. Jesus never owned a copy of the Old 
Testament. There were very few copies, and they were kept exclusively 
in the synagogues. He told them the Story starting in the beginning.

RETHINK OUR APPROACH
We typically tell our kids what to do and how to behave and use the sto-
ries of the Bible to teach good morals. For example, when brothers are 
fighting, we might tell them the story of Cain and Abel with the moral 
being: Don’t fight with your brother. However, the Bible is not a story 
about how to behave. It’s a story about God’s saving power to us.

What would it look like if we gave our children the story of God’s 
grace, power, and love to them instead of a collection of fables to 
make them behave?

What if we became storytellers to teach them the way of God?
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This resource is designed to help parents, leaders, and communities 
become storytellers and interact with children about the story. As you 
do this, you’re learning to make disciples. 

Goals of Telling the Story with  
Our Kids

TO UNDERSTAND, EXPERIENCE, AND INTERSECT WITH 
GOD’S STORY.

• To become a “story-formed” family whose lives are daily shaped by 
the truths of the Story.

• To make disciples of Jesus who make disciples.

• To see and experience God’s “Redemptive Arc” throughout history 
as found in the Bible—seeing the connection between all of the 
stories—and seeing the Bible as one big story.

• To be moved by the Story that points to a God who constantly pur-
sues us and desires to know us. 

• To see the intersection of our stories with God’s Story.

• To understand our identity differently in light of God’s Story, who He 
is, and who He created us to be.

• To encourage us to worship God in deeper ways.

• To “live in the gospel,” seeing the world differently, seeking to fur-
ther God’s Kingdom—to live missionally.

• To become excited about the Biblical narratives, reading and learning 
more about them in the Bible.

• To learn to retell these stories and help others see how they can find 
themselves in God’s Story.

• To build Biblical community and shared experience.
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How to Use 
The Story of God

A Typical Story Session
1. REVIEW PREVIOUS NARRATIVE
Unless it’s your first session, work together as a group to retell the 
last story you discussed together. Try not to move ahead until every-
one is up to speed. This will help clear up any misconceptions or for-
gotten parts. This can be fun with kids and might require a few hints 
and nudges in the right direction.

2. TELL THE NEW NARRATIVE
This should only take around two to five minutes. Stick to the Story 
(more tips on this skill to come). Encourage the children to close their 
eyes and imagine the scene and what’s happening, or you can ask 
them to draw the scene as they hear it.

3. RETELL THE NEW NARRATIVE
Retell the story as a group, asking everyone to participate in the 
retelling. Say, “Let’s see if we can retell the events of this story in the 
order they happened.” You’ll need to help out a little (or a lot) at first, 
but throughout time the children will get better at this part. Then see 
if one child can retell the entire story. Again, everyone can (gently) 
remind him or her if he or she misses something. This retelling builds 
clarity and helps with retention.
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4. DIALOGUE ABOUT THE NARRATIVE"S#
This is where everything really starts to open up and become alive. 
This part is critical in drawing out key ideas and truths from the Story. 
Use questions to keep discussion going, always directing the kids 
back to the narrative for answers and insights. 

This is not the time for you to preach! You are here to guide the kids 
to discover truth and insight from the Story, NOT from YOU! There are 
several suggested questions provided as a starting point for you to 
use with each narrative. Do not turn this into a Q&A session! Remem-
ber, you want to facilitate genuine dialogue around the Story.

5. INTERSECT WITH THE STORY
Spend a little time with a few life-application questions, helping them 
connect their lives to the Story. This will naturally flow out of each dia-
logue time with just a little prompting through the questions provided.
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Tips for Storytelling  
& Dialoguing with Children

Telling the Story
GET TO KNOW THE NARRATIVE
Read the narrative over and over. Really get to know the story, what the 
characters are like, what they’re feeling, what they sound like. Work hard 
to be as accurate as possible in your retelling. Children will be captivated 
by the story, your voice inflections, and your facial expressions. 

STICK TO THE NARRATIVE
Don’t mix other stuff from your knowledge of future stories into the 
narratives. This will only confuse the kids. They will get it.

TELL THE NARRATIVE FROM BEGINNING TO END
If you stop to answer questions, preach, or add extra parts you will 
only confuse people. They could also end up thinking your “helpful ad-
ditions” are actually part of (and found in) the Bible! Tell the story first, 
and then dialogue with them. You will be interrupted. Don’t worry about 
it. Pick up the story where you left off. 

USE YOUR VOICE TO CREATE THE ATMOSPHERE
Pacing incorporates both the volume and rate at which you tell the 
story. Dialogue slows a story’s pace down, while narrating action usu-
ally speeds it up. Repetition is a common part of storytelling—don’t 
fear it. Use it carefully to reinforce important parts of the story. Be 
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especially careful on how you voice God and Jesus! What is God feel-
ing in a particular situation? Is He angry or broken-hearted and disap-
pointed? How you voice God and Jesus will leave a huge impression 
on the listener as to the character and heart of God! Be appropriately 
animated and enthusiastic. If you read off the page with no emotion 
you are not really storytelling; you’re just reading.

RELAX AND BE YOURSELF
Have fun with this process—it really is amazing! Be patient, take a 
breath, and try not to perform a story.

PRACTICE MAKES A BIG DIFFERENCE
Practice the story and have others listen to you and give you feed-
back. Like anything, you will get better the more you tell stories and 
lead dialogue.

READ THROUGH THE ENTIRE STORY BEFORE YOU BEGIN
If you are new to the Story or this method of teaching, it is imperative 
that you not only practice the stories, but you should read completely 
through all of the narratives and dialogue in your story set before be-
ginning. This will help you connect key insights and parts of the Story 
found in the early narratives with parts found later on. This will make 
a HUGE difference in how effective your story experience will be for 
the participants. Understanding exactly where the Story and dialogue 
questions are going will make you much more successful.
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Leading the Dialogue
DIRECT THE CHILDREN BACK TO THE STORY FOR 
ANSWERS, INSIGHT, AND TRUTH
We want to connect children to the Bible and the narratives there for 
the answers to their questions. Everything can be answered from 
within the narrative we just heard or the Story so far. Regularly ask: 
“Where did we see that in the story?” “Where have we seen some-
thing like this before in the story so far?” This will teach them both a 
biblical and systematic theology at the same time, while reinforcing 
the scriptures as our source of truth—not you or “group-think.”

REDIRECT QUESTIONS BACK TO THE CHILDREN
Don’t feel like you need to be the Bible answer man or woman. Let the 
group know that God gives insights into the Story that help us learn as 
a community. Try to affirm that every child’s input is valuable.

ONLY DISCUSS INFORMATION THAT HAS EMERGED FROM 
NARRATIVES THAT HAVE ALREADY BEEN TOLD
Remember: “Always backward—never forward.” As the adult, you 
might have to remind people of the stories they heard before. Repeat 
the stories as necessary. This is good work.

DON’T TURN THE DIALOGUE INTO “QUESTION & 
ANSWER” TIME
Children want to give the right answers. Allow them to wonder and use 
their imaginations in the dialogue. If it begins to feel like a test, ask 
questions that point to their lives: “How would you feel if this hap-
pened to you?”  This will help them enter the story.
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LEADING A DIALOGUE REQUIRES US TO …
Let go … of the role of expert teacher and embrace the role of 
co-learner, encourager, and guide.

Listen …  in expectation that God is revealing Himself to and through 
each person present. Pay close attention to the children’s answers 
and the patterns that emerge in how they respond to the Story. This 
will reveal a lot about where their heart is.

Trust … that God will work through the process, valuing the experience 
as much as the knowledge and content. Have faith that God will speak 
and help bring to light the truth and implications He wants to reveal.

Be patient … allowing time to process, leaving room for different 
thoughts, questions, and wondering.

This is a process that involves a lot of shepherding, encouragement, 
and practice. 

After a few stories kids will get into the rhythm of this process, and 
they will begin to listen and think deeply about the Story and how their 
own story intersects and mirrors what they are experiencing
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1PROLOGUE 
BEGINNINGS

Tell the Story
(Don’t just read it—know it and bring it to life!)

I’d like to tell you a story. This story is about a being called God, who has 
always existed. This story, found in the Bible, describes God as the cre-
ator of all things: the heavens and the earth and everything that is alive.

God is also described as the only one who always does what is good 
and right and perfect—the Bible uses the word “holy” to describe Him.

Do you know what God created first?

In the Bible, God asked a man named Job, “Where were you when I laid 
the earth’s foundation? Who decided its size and shape? Who mea-
sured it? What was it set up on, or who laid its cornerstone while the 
morning stars sang together and all the angels shouted for joy?”

The story begins like this. . . .

When God set the foundations of the earth, the angels were already 
there watching—the angels were created before everything else. 
When the angels saw God’s power and His ability to make many differ-
ent things, they sang together and shouted for joy, giving glory to God!

There was one angel who was the most beautiful of all the angels. This 
angel was named Lucifer, which means “bright morning star.”

Story from Genesis 1–3, Psalm 8, Job 38, Isaiah 14,  
Ezekiel 28, and Revelation 12
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When Lucifer saw the other angels singing songs to God and shouting 
great things about God, he became jealous. He wanted them to do 
that for him instead of for God. He said in his heart, “I will ascend to 
heaven and set my throne above God’s stars, and I will be like God.”

Then Lucifer went and convinced a third of the angels to follow him. 
Although Lucifer had seen God’s power in creation, he continued to lead 
the fallen angels, who are also called demons, in a rebellion against God.

All rebellion against God and His ways is called sin, but God knew what 
Lucifer was thinking and doing because He knows everything.

Because of God’s perfect goodness, evil is never allowed to remain in 
His presence. God showed His disapproval of Lucifer and his followers 
by casting them down to the earth. Lucifer’s name also changed; in-
stead of being known as the bright morning star, he was now known as 
Satan, which means “adversary” (one who is against someone else)—
and Satan is against God.

This is the story we call “Beginnings.”

Retell the Story
This may seem redundant, but it is very effective in helping your kids remember 
and own the story. You will want to help them retell the story by giving them leading 
questions, such as: 

• So, where did the story begin? 

• What did God create first? How do we know that? 

• What happened next? 

• How did the angels respond to God’s creation? Did they all respond 
the same way? 

• How did Lucifer respond?
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Chapter 1 | Beginnings

Dialogue 
Remember this is a dialogue, not a quiz. The questions are a good start to draw out 
observations about the story, and the “answers” are just there to help you guide 
kids toward some key ideas.

1. What did God create in this story?

• God created everything—the earth and the angels are men-
tioned specifically.

2. What were the angels’ relationships with God like?

• The angels were amazed by God and got to be with Him as He 
created.

3. Who are Lucifer and the demons, and where did they come 
from?

• They are angels created by God.

4. Who is stronger: God or the angels and demons? Why?

• God is stronger because He made the angels.

5. How did Lucifer challenge God?

• He said he would be like God.

• He deceived a third of the angels to follow him.

6. God cast Lucifer and the fallen angels out of heaven. Why do 
you think He did this?

• God will never allow evil to remain in His presence.

• God punishes evil.

17



The Story of God for Kids

7. What do we learn about God in this story? 
When your kids answer, ask them, “Where in the story did you see this?”

• God is powerful.

• God is an amazing creator—He made everything with His  
creativity!

• God is perfect, good, and right—He is holy.

• God is amazing and deserves to be worshipped. God knows all 
things. He knew what was in Lucifer’s heart and which angels 
were following him.

Application 
Optional questions that may help apply the story

• What do you like best about the story and why?

• What questions do you have about the story?

• Have you ever wanted to be in charge of something and 
weren’t? What did you do?

• How are we like Lucifer/Satan?

• How can we be more like the angels?

Scripture Memory Verse 
O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! You have 
set your glory above the heavens. 
PSALM 8:1
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